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I consider myself a conservative. I am a registered Republican, I grew up going to a Catholic private school, and I firmly believe in what the government tells us. At least I did. After reading The Giver for the first time in 7th grade, I remember thinking about what it would be like to live in a world of “sameness” such as Jonas’s community. I wasn’t sure if I would like it or not. The thing was that Jonas and the rest of his community made many sacrifices to live in that world. However, many were unaware of the sacrifices. It also led us to discuss what would lead the founders of such a community to be willing to give up those sacrifices. 


Now that I am older and more aware of our government and society, I can’t help but draw parallels between the story and our own lives. The problem is that I am still not sure how I feel about it. We want the government to protect us, but we have to pay taxes for it. In addition, we want many of the social programs that the government supplies – again, more taxes. In light of 9/11, we are more willing to give up certain freedoms for a sense of security. And ever since Vietnam, it became painfully obvious that the government isn’t always completely truthful with us. However, the idea is that it is always in our best interest. But is it?

In Jonas’s case, ignorance was bliss. As the Giver pointed out to him, Jonas would have lived his life happy and ignorant if he had not been selected New Receiver. Supposedly, before Vietnam we lived in such bliss because we always trusted what the government did (although I don’t believe that this statement is very accurate). Now we live in constant doubt and suspicion. But would I rather be ignorant or suspicious. Again I do not have an answer. I think I live like the Giver, as do many of us. That is we may know the truth or know that there is something wrong, but this is the way we know and how it has been back and back and back. But there may be a better way, we are just scared to run to it and suffer to make that change. Some of us will have a choice (like Jonas) and others will not even be aware of change (like Gabe). 

I also start to wonder about those in power. Presidents, Supreme Court Justices, Congressman, etc. Did they go through the same agony that Jonas went through when they learned how things really are? Maybe some, but they are so alone that they have a hard time getting their message across. Unless we change the minds of all of the “elders” then we can’t force the change. Sometimes I wonder how honest politicians got through the system. But I guess they feel the same as the Giver, wondering what we would do without them.

In actuality, I know that sacrifices are necessary. Not just in our government, but when we live with others around us. The difference lies in sacrifice and not control. The people who founded Jonas’s community made the sacrifice, but the generations to come didn’t because they were controlled. I am sure that they wouldn’t appreciate this. I do not want to pay tons of taxes, but I will pay taxes out of necessity. I am willing to wait in security at an airport so I am safer. But I will refuse to lose control over my own life. I make these sacrifices because I know that they are important, not because I was raised being brainwashed into it. The moment we allow others to control us in such a grand way, we will lose all that is pleasurable about existence. Maybe we won’t lose color or music, but they will cease to become important. Pain and love are a huge part of humanity, and what are we without them? And can we truly enjoy what is good about life without experiencing what isn’t? There will always be something to complain about. Even if we form a utopian society as in The Giver we can never truly live as they live. Communist and Socialist countries of today bear witness to this fact. The reason why is because you can’t erase our humanity, so don’t try to. You will cause more pain than you are trying to eradicate. Instead, we must make the choice to life happily knowing all of our options and consequences. It will never be perfect, but that is about as perfect as we can get.
