The Twilight Zone “I Shot an Arrow Into the Air”

Lord of the Flies

Focus: Choices 

Before Viewing:
1. Is it always best to follow the rules? If you think rules are inappropriate, what can you do? How do you feel when those who are in charge won't listen to your ideas? What are your alternatives when this happens? How does what you can do differ from what you should do?

2. Imagine a local disaster where you have a choice between (1) trying to help everyone survive at the risk of everyone perishing in any case, or (2) saving yourself at the expense of others. Talk about what the disaster might be, and what you would do. Which rules or laws wouldn't matter as much any more? Or, conversely, which of them might be more important than ever? Would your views change under different circumstances? For example, what if your entire class survived and had to choose its survival as a group over that of others?

3. Think of and share examples of situations or circumstances where you have experienced or observed teamwork‹at its best, and at its worst. 


ACTIVITIES 

During Viewing:
1. Many people believe that good and evil are a part of life throughout the world, with plenty of evidence of each, to some degree. What shapes each of us is how we experience these opposing elements, and how that experience affects our choices and us. Think about the three individuals who survive Arrow One's crash landing. Identify the good and bad qualities in each of them, as well as the good and bad choices they make. What causes them to behave in the way they do? What kind of previous life experiences might have shaped their personalities, understandings, and behaviors?

2. Describe Donlin's and Pierson's reactions to Corey. What could they have done to prevent him from overpowering them?

3. Note the symbolism in the story. What does the cross that Pierson draws in the sand represent? Is it just the telephone pole? Or a religious symbol? Or more? 


After Viewing (choose one of the following):
1. This type of morality play, with the forces of good and evil jostling within a hostile environment, is an effective way to test the extremes of human motivation. Think of another such setting for a story of your own. You can write a modern update of a space journey, or create another fantastic journey within a different realm. Reflect on the plot and character representations from this Twilight Zone episode as you outline your story and create your heroes/heroines and villains. What will be the central conflict? How will circumstances test the prevailing moral code? And what will that code be?


2. How important is it to have a moral code? What role does a moral code play in your life or in the lives of people you care about? What criteria do you use to judge the moral code of others? What institutions within our society help define society's common moral code and how would you like to see them change it?
