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Concert Rules
	Imagine you are looking forward to an awesome concert coming up.  The band is your favorite; you have been looking forward to seeing this band in concert since you were young.  You decide to go with a big group. You are really excited when the band comes on stage.  The light show is spectacular and the sound coming from the speakers is indescribable.  Then, one of your friends shouts to you.  You can barely make out what is being said.  You really don’t care though; all you are concerned about is the band.  Your friend just does not understand.  He will just not stop though.  Once he realizes you are not listening to him, he turns to others and begins to shout to them.  You are very irritated and annoyed.  It takes all you have to not go off on your friend.  So instead of enjoying your favorite band in concert, you listen to your friend shouting a conversation to you and to others.  When attending a concert, there are rules one should follow to make it the best concert possible.
	Listen to the band you will see in concert all day the day of and before the concert.  By doing this you will familiarize yourself with more of the band’s music.  Listen to all the band’s songs, even those you may not enjoy as much.  This way, if the band plays one of these songs, you will know it well and you may find that you like it more than you previously thought.  For example, I saw Thousand Foot Krutch in concert.  Prior to the concert, I did not like their first album.  The day of the concert, I listened to all of Thousand Foot Krutch’s songs, including those from their first album.  That day, I became very familiar with those songs.  Thousand Foot Krutch performed many songs from their first album at the concert.  Now that album is one of my favorites. If I had not listened to Thousand Foot Krutch’s first album that day, I would not have known those songs as well and may not have enjoyed them as to a great extent in concert.
	You must arrive at the concert location as soon as the doors open; you must see all the opening bands. Once, I went to an eleven band concert; I was interested in seeing only the last three bands.  I went away from the concert in love with eight more bands, including Thousand Foot Krutch.  If I did not get there for the opening bands, I may never have known about those eight additional bands.  I would have missed out on various future concerts.  In addition, you should arrive at the venue early so you can acquire a place close to the stage with a good view.  If you are short, such as myself, a close location to the stage is vital to you not being blocked by taller people around you.  By getting to the location early, you can ensure you obtain a good view.
	Talking is unacceptable at concerts.  First of all, you would be more like shouting, not talking in order to be heard.  Second, you can talk after the concert; there is no need of talking during it.  People around you will want to beat you up if you talk. You need to be focused on the concert instead of holding a conversation.  You may miss something, such as an amazing guitar solo or dance move if you are too busy talking.  If you ignore everyone who talks to you and just focus on the concert, you will not miss anything and will have the best concert experience imaginable.
	Stay for every band.  Never leave until the music stops whether you care for the following bands or not. You may find that you love a band more in concert than you had previously on CD; then you will be in love with them when you listen to them on a CD.  You may also discover a band you have never heard of before. That would just add to your playlist of music.  In addition, never leave before the encore.  Who cares if it is chaotic to get out of the parking lot?  Most of the time, it is worth the whole ticket cost for just the encore. The encore is usually what makes viewers talk about how breathtaking the band was in concert for several months later, maybe even years.  If you leave before the encore, you will miss out on the best part of the concert.
	The final rule is you shouldn’t listen to that band for about two days after the concert, even though you may want to.  It never sounds as good on CD or radio. The only way it can sound even half as good, is if you turn the volume up all the way, but then your family and neighbors will be unhappy with you.  Wait a few days and then you will be able to enjoy the music much more when you finally do listen to them on CD.  
	Now imagine this, you go to a concert with a group.  They are really excited to see this band, as are you.  When the band comes on stage, your friends stand in awe looking at all the lights going crazy and listening to the awesome sound coming from the band’s instruments.  The whole concert goes by; you are just completely in admiration of this band.  At the end of the concert, you realize you were drooling.  Everyone wants to go to a concert like this.  If everyone would just follow these simple rules, they would have the best experience at concerts anyone could possibly imagine.
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