Multigenre Research Assignment

I know when you think of research it does not bring joy or happiness to mind.  However, before you moan and complain, I want you to give this assignment a chance.  It is unique, different, creative, and inspiring.  Also, this paper and the assignments will comprise a significant amount of your grade.

What is a multigenre research paper?  Here is the definition given by Tom Romano in his book, Blending Genre, Altering Style (2000).


A multigenre paper arises from research, experience, and imagination.  It is not an uninterrupted, expository monologue nor a seamless narrative nor a collection of poems.  A multigenre paper is composed of many genres and subgenres, each piece self-contained, making a point of its own, yet connected by theme or topic and sometimes by language, images, and content.  In addition to many genres, a multigenre paper may also contain many voices, not just the author’s.  The trick is to make such a paper hang together (x-xi).

In other words, instead of writing a traditional research paper we will be putting together a paper by writing several different types (genres) of writing.  This could include poetry, exposition, newspaper articles, recipes, music, journal entries, letters, notes, speeches…the list is endless.  Don’t worry. We will practice some of the genres in class, and I will be here to help you.
Requirements

· Sources

· 4-7

· Out of these sources, you must consult:

· One first-hand account (i.e. autobiography, diary, letters, etc.)
· One.other primary source (newspaper article, photographs, documents, etc.)
· 2-5 reputable sources of your choosing (website, encyclopedia, textbook, etc.)
· Working Annotated Bibliography

· With your research journal, you will also be expected to turn in a working annotated bibliography.  This is the research synopsis part.  You will have each source typed in proper bibliographic form with at least four sentences describing the information found in the text.  This will help both you and me keep track of your research and sources.  

· Teacher Conferences

· This is a chance for you to get some direct feedback from me on two of your pieces.  We will workshop these together.  These drafts must not merely be scribbled down at the last minute.   These need to be thought about and worked on a little bit.  However, I do not expect perfection – it is a draft.  But, I can tell the differences between thought and carelessness.  Don’t waste anyone’s time.

· The Collection

· The final collection must contain 7 written pieces and 1 illustrated cover page. One of the genres must be an expository piece with some kind of thesis statement about your topic.  The reason why I am requiring this is to keep you focused.  This is not a willy-nilly assignment.  Even though it is composed in alternative style, I still want you to find a theme.

· The Final Product will include:
· A “Dear Reader” letter that will explain your project and what the reader should expect to see in your portfolio
· 7 written pieces (at least five must be different genres)
· 1 illustrated cover page
· 1 reflection paper – follow up writing, not one of the seven

· Completed annotated bibliography (with 4-7 sources)

· Title
· Table of contents
· Page numbers

· Thesis (included in your expository essay)

· Cohesiveness – the individual genres must be threaded together in some way through theme, images, symbols, motifs, etc.

· Reflective Letter Assignment (No less than 1 page and no more than 2 pages)
· Write a reflective letter to me in which you consider the following questions.  Please organize this response in a thoughtful manner and be as honest as you can in your response. You do NOT have to answer ALL of the questions, just the once that you find most relevant to your reflection. These are a guide.
1. What is the strength of this project?  Why do you think this?

2. What problems were left unresolved?  What did this teach you?

3. What new strategies did you try out with this project?

4. If you had the assignment to do over, what would you change?

5. Something else that I think you should know is…

6. What new understandings about how writers write have you come to as you worked on this project?

7. What are your plans for your next piece of writing?

8. If you had more time to write this project, what would you do to continue working on it?

