	Lit Era
	Genres
	Elements/Characteristics
	Historical Context
	Examples

	Romanticism

1800-1860
	· character sketches

· poems

· slave narratives


	· focus on the character (women and children)

· imagination trumps rules/regulation

· focus on the supernatural

· love of nature

· focus on the individual

· focus on the past (nostalgia)
	· slave debates

· Expansion of magazines, newspapers, and book publishing 

· Industrial revolution brings ideas that the "old ways" of doing things are now irrelevant
	· Washington Irving's "Rip Van Winkle"

· William Cullen Bryant's "Thanatopsis"

· Dunbar's "We Wear the Mask”

· Poems of Emily Dickinson

· Poems of Walt Whitman

	Dark Romanticism
1840-1860
	- same as Romanticism
	- nature is dark and decaying

- insight of truth is hellish

- supernatural focused on evil

- emphasis on sin, pain, and evil

- focus on individual, but he/she usually fails at making a change for the better.
	- Same as Romanticism
	- Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter
- Edgar Allen Poe

	Realism/Naturalism
1855-1900
	- Novels and short stories

- Objective narrator

- Does not tell reader how to interpret story

- Dialogue includes voices from around the country
	- Social realism: aims to change a specific social problem 

- Aesthetic realism: art that insists on detailing the world as one sees it (realistic)
- Focus on the plot

- Urban settings

- Often a twist ending

- Realism vs. Naturalism = R is depicting things as they appear to be and consequences are results of choices. N is pessimistic view and consequences are result of fate.

- Objective narrator
	- Civil War brings demand for a "truer" type of literature that does not idealize people or places
· Migration to cities. 

· Labor issues
	· Stephen Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage
· Ambrose Bierce “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”

	Modernism
1900-1950
	- Novels 

- Plays

- Poetry (a great resurgence after deaths of Whitman & Dickinson)

- Highly experimental as writers seek a unique style

- Use of interior monologue & stream of consciousness
	- In Pursuit of the American Dream
- Admiration for America as land of Eden

- Optimism, but still unhappy endings
- Importance of the Individual
- Multiple narrators (subjectivity)

- Rejection of formal beauty
	- Writers reflect the ideas of - Darwin (survival of the fittest) and Karl Marx (how money and class structure control a nation) 

- Overwhelming technological changes of the 20th Century

- Rise of the youth culture

- WWI and WWII

- Harlem Renaissance
	- Fiztgerald’s The Great Gatsby
- Miller’s Death of a Salesman  and The Crucible
- Poetry of Jeffers, Williams, Cummings, Frost, Eliot, Sandburg, Pound, Robinson, Stevens

- Short stories and novels of Steinbeck, Hemingway, Thurber, Welty, and Faulkner

	Harlem Renaissance
1920s
	- Allusions to African-American spirituals 

- Uses structure of blues songs in poetry (repetition)

- Superficial stereotypes revealed to be complex characters
	- Gave birth to "gospel music" 

- Blues and jazz transmitted across American via radio and phonographs
	- Mass African-American migration to Northern urban centers 

- African-Americans have more access to media and publishing outlets after they move north
	- Essays & Poetry of W.E.B. DuBois 

- Poetry of McKay, Toomer, Cullen

- Poetry, short stories and novels of Hurston and Hughes

-Their Eyes Were Watching God


