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1. “Jerry wished he could be as strong as his father, always in control, masking his sorrow and grief.” (The Chocolate War, p.58)


There are times when I wonder when it is necessary for someone to “be strong” and when it may be necessary for them to show emotion. Oftentimes we feel like we have to be a strong one for others in times of grief and sorrow because we are afraid that showing weakness will somehow make it difficult for others to cope with the situation. There are so many times, however, such as in Jerry Renault’s case where it may be better to show emotion and feelings. Talking about times like a mother dying may be painful, but it relieves so much and allows the communication – in this case between father and son – to open up. Since this did not happen, now Jerry has a hard time approaching his dad about anything, much less his mother passing away. There is a fine line between “being strong” and hiding from your emotions.
2. “’If it isn’t chocolates, it’s Christmas cards. If it isn’t Christmas cards, it’s soap. If it isn’t soap, it’s calendars…’”
(The Chocolate War, p.125)


It seems like it is no longer funny about how many fundraisers a school can come up with. I went to a private school, as well, and so I was bombarded with them. Unlike Trinity, I was actually required to sell a certain amount. We attended assemblies that talked about how to sell and what prizes where available for top sellers. My brother remarked with astonishment once that his daughter was in school for no more than 2 weeks and she was already faced with the year’s first fundraiser. This begs the question of how much time was spent raising money to get a good education rather than actually receiving this good education that we worked for. Money is a huge issue in schools today and it is one that must be addressed, but we must not forget the most important issue in schools…the students’ learning.

3. “’We pay tuition to go to Trinity, don’t we? Right. Hell, I’m not even a Catholic, a lot of guys aren’t, but they sell us a bill of foods that Trinity is the best prep school for college you can find around here.’”
(The Chocolate War, p.142)


If it weren’t for the citation, anyone from my hometown of Cape Coral would think that this was a direct quote from a student as Bishop Verot High School. I always laughed because the emphasis placed on how great the school was, and then the pressure to live up to it. The reality of it all was that the school was no different then the public schools. It had issues with money, overcrowding, teacher turnover and resources. The “better off” families sent their kids there even if they weren’t Catholic so they could also stay away from the horrible public school kids who did drugs and were foul. The truth? Verot students did the drugs that public school kids couldn’t afford. I went to a public high school, but it was my Catholic elementary and middle school that taught me the different jokes and concepts of sex and racism that we didn’t learn in the classroom itself. In many ways, students in the excellent schools are no better prepared for college or life than those in other schools. In many ways they are worse off.
7. “All of which proves that the meek don’t inherit the earth.”

(The Chocolate War, p.234)

I am often confused about what Jesus meant when he had said that the meek will inherit the earth. I understand that we should not go around flexing muscle so to speak to get what we want. But I have a hard time understanding that maybe he meant for us to roll over and let people walk all over us. He also says that when we are struck we should turn the other cheek. Those who we look up to in the Catholic faith, the saints, were mostly people who were strong and did not let others walk all over them. Joan of Arc definitely did not turn her cheek, but she did accept her fate at the stake. Others stood up in the face of persecution and adversity to say what they believed in. The first saint, St. Stephen, was stoned to death for his beliefs. Is this what God meant? To turn the cheek literally or would he rather have had Stephen pretend he did not believe in His Son?

8. “Jacques turned a cold face to his fellow teacher. ‘I think we barely averted a disaster,’ he said.” 
(The Chocolate War, p.260-261)


I was very glad to see Cormier put this character in the book. As a Catholic, I get very upset when I see people stereotype me because of other Catholics who do not live up to their ideals. My dad is a deacon, and he does not molest altar boys. Yes, I have friends who are Jewish and I have no problem with them. No, I didn’t see the Passion of the Christ as an anti-Semitic movie even if Mel Gibson may or may not be an anti-Semite himself. What Jacques represents to me is those Catholics and other people who realize that a few people who get all of the press do not represent the entire culture. He is just as fed up as the rest and wants to see a stop to the atrocities…and so do I.
